Sarah Mack, Williamsburg: 5th Grade Virginia Gazette Lesson Plan
ILO:  Students will be able to read and understand Renaissance English.  Students will be able to make connections rewriting Virginia Gazette advertisements in modern terms.
Materials:
Renaissance English Reference Sheet
Gazette advertisements
Writing paper
Dictionary

Guided Instruction:
· As a class, using the Renaissance English reference sheet, introduce that the time of Jamestown is the same time that Shakespeare was writing his plays. Spelling and grammar were not codified yet, and many manuscripts have several versions of the same word.
· Using a small Gazette passage read and discuss together what was being said.
· Rewrite this together as a modern passage. For example if they are selling a horse, perhaps change this to a car.

Independent Practice:
· Break class into small groups of 2-3 and give them each an advertisement and writing paper.
· As a group they need to read and understand the Virginia Gazette advertisement and then rewrite it as a modern ad they might see in a newspaper today.
· Groups will present and read the original ad to the class, and then present the new modern ad that the group created.  

Extension:  Students explore and make the connection of why these items were wanted or needed during the 1700’s.  What was happening historically during this time in the summer of 1776.
