Ashlee Sisneros

Social Studies Lesson: Lexington and Concord

Adapted from Minute Man National Historical Park, National Park Service

Objective: Students will read and discuss eyewitness accounts of the events of April 19, 1775 in Lexington and Concord. Students will also determine points of view regarding who shot first.
Materials:
· Eyewitness Accounts
· Amos Doolittle Prints
· Historical Map of Boston to Concord

· Document Camera

· Overhead Projector

Assessment:

· Students will read through primary eyewitness accounts and answer the following questions: 
· What is the eyewitness writing about?

· What is the point of view of the eyewitness? How do you know? 
Lesson:

Anticipatory Set: 
· Explain to the students that the events that happened in Lexington and Concord were affected by Paul Revere’s ride. Tell them that the “British were coming” and that because of being warned, the colonists were aware and ready to meet the British. Also tell the students that there is debate whether the British or the colonists took the first shot. 

· Show a map of Massachusetts, pointing out the locations of Lexington and Concord. 
Teaching:

Input: 
· Tell the students that the events that happened in Lexington and Concord are an important part of our history and the American Revolution. Tell them that we will be looking at primary sources to help us see two points of view of the events that happened that day, the British’s point of view and colonists’ point of view.
· On the night of April 18, 1775, Thomas Gage, a British general, ordered British Lt. Colonel Francis Smith and his troops on an expedition to destroy military stores belonging to colonists at Concord, resulting in the Battles of Lexington and Concord.

· Read the order aloud as the students follow along (either make copies for each student or show on the document camera). Make sure to stop and explain any vocabulary words that students might not understand as you read.  
· Ask the students what they think the order means.

· Explain that we are going to learn about the events that took place as the order was carried out.

· Show the students Amos Doolittle’s engravings and the historical map of the route from Boston to Concord.
· Explain that Amos Doolittle was a Connecticut militia man, who was not present in Lexington and Concord on April 19, 1775. He went to Lexington and Concord two weeks after the battles and made the engravings based on his visit and interviews with people who were present at the battles.

· For each engraving ask:

· What do you see happening in the engraving?

· What is Amos’s point of view of the battles? How do you know? 
Modeling: 
· Tell the students that we are now going to look at some eyewitness accounts. 

· Read the first one aloud (Lt. John Barker), while the students follow along. Point out that this is a diary account and explain your thinking about diary entries. Stop and explain any vocabulary words that students might not understand as you read. You can also read the translated version to help with understanding.
·  Then answer the following questions and as you do explain your thinking:
· What is the eyewitness writing about?

· The eyewitness writing is about the beginning march to Lexington and how there were hundreds of colonists waiting to stop him and his fellow British troops. He said that they were ready to attack, but weren’t planning on it. They did however attack without orders after being fired on. 

· What is the point of view of the eyewitness? How do you know?

· Barker’s point of view is for the British because he said that the colonists fired first and started the conflict and that the British only responded back.
Guided Practice: 
· As a class, go through the following accounts:

· Official Statement of John Robbins

· Narrative of Ensign Jeremy Lister

· Statement of James Barrett

·  Allow the students to help analyze the accounts and answer the questions.
· What is the eyewitness writing about?

· What is the point of view of the eyewitness? How do you know? 
Independent Practice: Students will read through the primary eyewitness accounts of Lt. John Barker and Alice Sterns Abbott. They will then answer the following questions: 

· What is the eyewitness writing about?

· What is the point of view of the eyewitness? How do you know? 
Closure: Use the questions below to summarize what the students have learned from examining the engravings, map, and eyewitness accounts:

· What was the British point of view regarding what happened at the Battles of Lexington and Concord?
· What were the colonial points of view regarding what happened at the Battles of Lexington and Concord?
· Eyewitness Accounts, Engravings, and Map can be printed from: http://www.nps.gov/mima/forteachers/upload/Minute%20Man%20Lesson%20Plan.pdf
